
 
Joke in the Spoke 

Two elderly gentlemen from a retirement center were sitting on 
a bench under a tree when one turns to the other and says: 
'Slim, I'm 83 years old now and I'm just full of aches and pains. 
I know you're about my age. How do you feel?'  
Slim says, 'I feel just like a newborn baby.'  
'Really!? Like a newborn baby!?'  
'Yep. No hair, no teeth, and I think I just wet my pants.'   

><><><><><>< 
Three old guys are out walking.  
First one says, 'Windy, isn't it?'  
Second one says, 'No, it's Thursday!' 
Third one says, 'So am I. Let's go get a beer!'    

><><><><><>< 
Jack was about to marry Jill and his father took him to the side: 
"When I married your mother, the first thing I did when we got 
home was take off my trousers," he said. 
"I gave them to your mother and told her to put them on. When 
she did, they were enormous on her and she said to me that 
she couldn't possibly wear them, as they were too large. "I told 
her, of course they're too big. I wear the trousers in this family 
and I always will. Ever since that day, we have never had a 
single problem." 
Jack took his father's advice and as soon as he got Jill alone 
after the wedding, he did as his father; took off his trousers, 
gave them to Jill and told her to put them on. Jill said that the 
trousers were too big and she couldn't possibly wear them. 
"Exactly," replied Jack. "I wear the trousers in this relation and I 
always will. I don't want you to forget that." 
Jill paused and removed her knickers and gave them to Jack. 
“Try these on," she said, so he tried them on but they were too 
small. "I can't possibly get into your knickers," said Jack. 
"Exactly," replied Jill. "And if you don't change your f**k'n 
attitude, you never will. 

.Food for thoughts 
HOW to make 2010 to your best year ever: 

Leadership isn't about your position. It's about your influence.  
Protect your good name. An impeccable reputation takes a 
lifetime to build. And 60 seconds to lose.  
Take an intelligent risk every 24 hours. No try - No Win.  
Regardless of your title at work, be a team builder.  
Be willing to fail. It's the price of greatness.  
Focus less on making money and more on creating value.  
Be the most positive person in every room you're in.  
Stay true to your deepest values and best ideals. 
Commit to doing great work - whether anyone notices it or not -
it's one of life's best sources of happiness.  
Give more than you receive (another truth of happiness).  
Underpromise and then overdeliver.  
See part of your job as "a developer of people" (whether you 
work in the boardroom or the mailroom).  
Remember: life wants you to win. So get out of your own way.  
Demand the best from yourself.  
See everything that happens to you as an opportunity to grow 
(and therefore, as a precious gift).  
Be obsessed with learning and self-development. – when you 
stop learning, you stop living! 

><><><><><>< 

 
 

Weekly Duties 

 Jan 22 Jan 29 Feb 5 

Meeting Classif. talk Speaker Business 
meeting 

Greeters John 
Keith 

Konrad 
Leathon 

Malcolm 
Marcus 

Prize CAROLE CHRIS DAVE 

If you can’t make it as above, tell Birgitta ASAP! 

Website: rotary.4t.com 
 

 

 
 

Club Officers 
  
 President           Charlie Serieux 
 Vice President PP Digby Ambris 
 President Elect  Tim Moffat 
 Immediate PP Deb Bhattacharji (absent) 
 Club Secretary Leo Harrigan 
 Treasurer   Andre Cherebin 
 Sergeant@Arms   Doddy Francis 

Service Committee Directors 
Club Birgitta Hermansson 
Community  Paul Lambert 
International  Chester Hinkson 
Vocational  Ramesh Sinanan 
Membership Malcolm Charles  
P. R.O.         PP Azmina Long 

The Spoke Editor 
Rtn. Birgitta, who would be happy to receive your weekly 
contributions or suggestions; e-mail to birgitta@candw.lc. 

If you want the Spoke, feed the Spoke! 
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The 4-Way Test 
Of the things we think, say or do: 

1.    Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

better FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned? 
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Last Meeting was January 15, 
and it was the first meeting of the year. We had two Visiting 
Rotarians and two guests, plus our to-be-member Bruce. We 
did, however, miss all our three new members Leevie, Gordon 
and Irwin. We hope to see more of you in the future, guys! 

 

The Visiting Rotarians were 
our dear friend Kitt Ray 
from Canada, and from 
Holland came Corinne 
Hofman, archaeologist 
from RC Leiden Centrum.  

 
Corinne brought a guest, 
her husband Menno 
Hoogland, also 
archaeologist, and  
 
Charlie had invited Soraya 
Warner-Gustave, banker 
from St.Lucia. 

 

A further guest (?) was Bruce Wohlfeld, who 
has been with us a few  times already, and 
who is today being introduced as a new 
member of the club. Welcome, Bruce! 

 

 
 

Our VR Corinne not only 
brought her husband, she 
also brought a banner, which 
she exchanged with pres. 
Charlie. 

 

 

##### 
This was a business 
meeting, and we got 
reports from the 
directors, here 
represented by Ramesh 
and Chester.  

 

Paul and Birgitta reported from their committees, and 

Malcolm informed us 
about his work for the 
membership 
committee. 

At the end of the 
meeting, Marcus took 
over the podium as 
acting Sarge 

 

 

 

 
Finally, the raffle was drawn, 
and Charlie proudly showed 
the prize – donated by Brad – 
a bottle of Hennessy and a 
small box-bottle of exclusive 
12 yrs Glenfiddich. (My 
modesty forbids me to say 
who won it!) 

 

At today’s meeting 
we will listen to the VR from last week, the dutch archaeologist 
Corinne Hofman. 

Next week 
there will be another speaker, Adam Slayed, the single 
handed yachtsman who Pedro took along for the Christmas 
lunch. He has a very interesting story to tell – about the 
importance of WANTING something and being STUBBORN – 
the right way! 
 

The Club Assembly 
will be Thursday, January 28, at 6.30 pm, 

at the Auberge Seraphine. 

The more members present, the better the meeting will be, so 
please do your very best to attend! If you have special 
questions you want to be taken up at the meeting, please tell 
Birgitta or Charlie as soon as possible! ALL suggestions are  
welcome! And – these are the only meetings we have where 
we are all by ourselves, no guests, no VRs, no staff. We can 
talk about ANYTHING! 

Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund  
Rotary has established this fund for Rotary members who want 
to donate toward recovery efforts after the devastating 
earthquake that rocked the country on 12 January.  

More than US$75,000 to date has been donated to Rotary 
clubs in the Caribbean as part of an early assistance 
effort. Caribbean club members will be coordinating much of 
the Rotary relief work through a local Haiti Task Force, set up 
two years ago to administer all financial aid to the nation.  

ShelterBox, an international disaster relief organization 
founded by a Rotary club member in the United Kingdom, has 
dispatched a response team of two club members from the 
United States and one from the United Kingdom to deliver 
nearly 1,700 containers of supplies to the affected areas. An 
additional 1,600 containers will arrive in the country in the days 
ahead. Together, the boxes will have the capacity to provide 
shelter and supplies for up to 33,000 people. Aquabox, a 
separate disaster assistance project based in the United 
Kingdom, is sending more than 100 of its boxes to Haiti to 
provide safe drinking water. 

Rotary and the world is doing a lot for Haiti – but it can never 
be enough! 

 
Wear your Rotary Pin with Pride!!!! 

 

 
Facts about the Polio 
The Concert to End Polio, featuring violin 
virtuoso Itzhak Perlman, brought together 
Rotary club members, guests and friends 
on December 2 and raised more than 
$100,000 toward Rotary's US$200 Million 
Challenge. Perlman, himself a polio 
survivor, played to a sold-out audience in 
New York City's Avery Fisher Hall at the 
Lincoln Center for Performing Arts.  

Perlman received several standing 
ovations, and the concert received a very positive review in the 
New York Times. Rotary International joined with Perlman and 
the world-renowned New York Philharmonic for the first time to 
present the event. 

In addition to raising funds for polio eradication, the concert 
helped increase awareness of the disease, which many people 
don't realize still remains a threat to children in parts of the 
world. But, as you know, Rotary is, with the help of members 
and others from all over the world, (a.o Bill Gates) working hard 
and efficiently to reach the goal. See next paragraph. 

Nigeria the 2009 leader in ending polio    
The incidence of polio in Nigeria dropped by more than 50 
percent in 2009 to 388 cases as of 22 December. There 
were 783 cases for the same period in 2008.  

Most dramatic was the decline in the transmission of the type 1 
wild poliovirus, from 707 cases in 2008 to 74 cases in 2009. 
The proportion of unimmunized children in Nigeria's highest-
risk states fell below 10 percent for the first time.  

The World Health Organization's  Advisory Committee on Polio 
Eradication attributes 95 percent of the world's progress 
against the disease in 2009 to Nigeria's success. 

 
Riddle of the week 
What is this??? You have seen it 
many times, but can you recognize it? 
The riddle was there last week, but 
not one single response came in. 
Make a new try this week!!! 

First right answer gets a prize! Come and whisper to Birgitta! 

          
Plans for future meetings etc 
(Committee Meetings excluded) 
Jan 22 – Lunch Meeting with Speaker Corinne 
Jan 28 – Club Assembly at Auberge Seraphine 
Jan 29 – Meeting with Speaker Adam 
Feb 05 – Business Meeting 
Feb 12 – Fellowship lunch Meeting 

Birthdays within a  month   
 20-Jan Stephen 
 27-Jan Anthony  
 28-Feb  Steve 

 


