
 
Joke in the Spoke 

A friend was in front of me coming out of church one day, and 
the preacher was at the door as always to shake hands. 
He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside.  
Pastor said, "You need to join the Army of the Lord!"  
My friend: "I am already in the Army of the Lord."  
Pastor questioned, "How come I don't see you 
except at Christmas and Easter?"  
He whispered back, "I'm in the Secret Service." 

><><><><><>< 
A little girl asked her mother,  

"Can I go outside and play with the boys?"  
Her mother replied,  

"No, you can't play with the boys, they're too rough." 
The little girl thought about it for a few moments and asked, 

“If I can find a smooth one, can I play with him?" 
><><><><><>< 

A little girl goes to the barber shop with her father. She stands 
next to the barber chair, while her dad gets his hair cut, eating 

a snack cake. The barber says to her,  
"Sweetheart, you're gonna get hair on your muffin." -  

She says, "Yes, I know, and I'm gonna get boobs too.” 
><><><><><><. 

I was SPEEDING; and the policeman said: 
'You don't know how fast you were going? I guess that means  

I can write anything I want to on the ticket, huh?'   

Food for thoughts 
George Bernard Shaw said: "People are always blaming their 

circumstances for what they are. I don't believe in 
circumstances. The people who get on in this world are the 

people who get up and look for the circumstances they want, 
and if they can't find them, they make them." 

><><><><><>< 
$20.00 – Sometimes we just need to be reminded! 

A well-known speaker started off his seminar by holding up a 
$20.00 bill.  In the room of 200, he asked, "Who would like this 
$20 bill?" Hands started going up. He said, "I am going to give 
this $20 to one of you, but first, let me do this. He proceeded to 
crumple up the $20 dollar bill. He then asked, "Who still wants 
it?" Still the hands were up in the air. 
Well, he replied, "What if I do this?" And he dropped it on the 
ground and started to grind it into the floor with his shoe. He 
picked it up, now crumpled and dirty. "Now, who still wants it?"  
Still the hands went into the air.  
“My friends, we have all learned a very valuable lesson. No 
matter what I did to the money, you still wanted it because it did 
not decrease in value. It was still worth $20.  
Many times in our lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and ground 
into the dirt by the decisions we make and the circumstances 
that come our way. We feel as though we are worthless. 
But no matter what has happened or what will happen, you will 
never lose your value. Dirty or clean, crumpled or finely 
creased, you are still priceless to those who DO LOVE you. 
The worth of our lives comes not in what we do or who we 
know, but by WHO WE ARE and WHOSE WE ARE.  

You are special; Don't EVER forget it." 
Count your blessings, not your problems. 

 
  

Weekly Duties 

 Feb 19 Feb 26 Mar 5 

Meeting Business Class. talk Fellowship 

Greeters Ramesh 
Stephen 

Tony 
Urban 

Albert 
Brad 

Prize DIGBY DODDY FRANK 

If you can’t make it as above, tell Birgitta ASAP! 

Website: rotary.4t.com 
 

 

 
 

Club Officers 
  
 President           Charlie Serieux 
 Vice President PP Digby Ambris 
 President Elect  Tim Moffat 
 Immediate PP Deb Bhattacharji (absent) 
 Club Secretary Leo Harrigan 
 Treasurer   Andre Cherebin 
 Sergeant@Arms   Doddy Francis 

Service Committee Directors 
Club Birgitta Hermansson 
Community  Paul Lambert 
International  Chester Hinkson 
Vocational  Ramesh Sinanan 
Membership Malcolm Charles  
P. R.O.         PP Azmina Long 

The Spoke Editor 
Rtn. Birgitta, who would be happy to receive your weekly 
contributions or suggestions; e-mail to birgitta@candw.lc. 

If you want the Spoke, feed the Spoke! 
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The 4-Way Test 
Of the things we think, say or do: 
1.    Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

better FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned? 
 

Wear your Rotary Pin with Pride!!!! 
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Last Meeting was February 12 
We had three Visiting Rotarians, two Rotaractors, and six 
guests. We were at Pier again, which we all loved. There were 
26 members present, a quite good 63,4%. 

Visiting Rotarians were 1) Annie 
Lozar (Insurance) from RC Orofino 
in Idaho, US, who brought a 
banner from her Club and also 
received one of ours from president 
Charlie, 

 

2) Bill 
Harkness (ret. 

Teacher) from RC 
Gros Islet,  

 

and 3) our dear 
Immediate Past 
President Deb Bhattacharji, back in 
St.Lucia for a short stay. 

 

 
The Rotaractors were Raul 
Joseph, Graphic Design, 
and Lopez Barthelmy, 
Marketing Officer. 

 

 

 

The guests were our two speakers of the day 
Sarah Adams and Pablo Rosenthal, which you will see more 
of further down,  

 

and again Soraya Warner-
Gustave and Kerchelle 
Jn.Charles, both brought by 
Pres. Charlie,  

 

 

 

as well as Doddy’s wife Cheryl Francis and 
Stephen Devaux, who came with Desmer 
(sorry Stephen, no good pic!) 

 

><><><><><>< 
 

After lunch, prez. Charlie asked Rotaractor 
Lopez to  the podium. He told us a lot about 
what Rotaract had done up to now and also 
what they are planning for the future, coming 
events and activities. An ambitious program! 

><><><><><>< 

 
 
 

 
Then it was time for our Guest Speakers 
Sarah and Pablo. They have come to St.Lucia 
to spread information about environmental 
thinking, global warming, climate change, and 
other similar things. The name of the 

association is Our Planet, an  
Information and 

Educational Centre 
for the Caribbean Region. 
The purpose of this is to educate Caribbean 
people to think along the lines of 
Environmental Consiousness. There will be 
educational programmes around Climate 

Change, and they will promote the use of 
renewable energy, recycling of different products, 
no littering in the nature, and all other kinds of 
positive thinking when it comes to  
KEEP ST.LUCIA (or THE CARIBBEAN) CLEAN!!! 

<- WHAT – or WHO – scared Pablo this much?? 

><><><><><>< 
Tim informed us about the preparations for 
Wine and Cheese, which will be on the 27th  
March. He also pointed out that jacket is 
required for the men, no shirt sleeves 
allowed. That is, of course, the British formal 
rule, and as our GG is the extended arm of 
Queen Elizabeth, those rules apply. Tim 
further informed that the tickets have been 
printed and urged us all to get all our good 

friends to join in; it is really a very nice event, everybody loves 
it, and your friends will thank you for taking them there! 

          ><><><><><>< 
Rtn. Ton told us that he, as predicted, will 
leave St.Lucia for about half a year to go to 
Guyana to work. He will, however, keep 
contact, and he counts on coming back for 
a short spell in April. Anyway, he leaves his 
family here, his beautiful wife and 
daughters, and we hope to see him soon.  
Ton, we’ll miss you! 

><><><><><>< 
We had two raffle prizes this week – Doddy’s Cheryl won the 
sparkling wine, and the second prize was from Desmer, a bag 
of Beautiful Botox preparations. Guess who won – DESMER! 
She chose to whom she would give it (instead of a redraw) and 
the happy receiver was Kerchelle. 

Today’s meeting 
Is a Business Meeting. The Board Meeting was held Tuesday 
last week, and the Business from then will be reported today.  

The meeting next week, March 5, 
We will have a speaker, David Peterkin, who will talk to us 
about Masters Swimming, which means anybody over 26 who 
likes being in the water to swim and at the same time get a 
better health – and have fun!  

Invitation from Saint Lucia South 
Our Southern Club has invited us all to take part at their 
Charter Night Dinner, which will be on Saturday, February 27. 
If many of us will be going, we will arrange for a bus to take us 
there – and back home again. 

Congratulations to our District 7030 
In the Rotary year 2012-2013 the District 
Governor will be our own Malcolm 
Charles, a man we all know well and 
appreciate a lot. Not only is he the “motor” 
of the Calabashers, he is also a man of 
great integrity and commitment. Malcolm 
has served Rotary in a variety of leading 
roles since his induction in 1981, including 
positions of Club Secretary, Director, Club President, 
Assistant District Governor, Activities Chairman amongst 
others, is the  first Saint Lucian Rotarian ever, to have 
been appointed to such a distinguished position, in the 
worldwide organization. Congratulations to you too, Malcolm! 

District 7030 is a unique District that can be regarded as a 
mini Rotary International. The reason for this is that the 
District covers fourteen Countries with 69 Clubs meeting in 
19 different territories across the District. Geographically it 
starts in the South on the South American continent with 
French Guiana, Suriname and Guyana and goes north 
encompassing the Eastern Caribbean, or as some people 
may know it, part of the old British and French West Indies.  

French Guiana, French Dept, 6 clubs, Suriname, Independent,  

3 clubs (Dutch), Guyana, Independent, 6 clubs, Trinidad &  
Tobago, Independent, 22 clubs, Grenada & Carriacou,  
Independent, 3 clubs, St Vincent & Grenadines, Independent,  
3 clubs, Barbados, Independent, 3 clubs, St Lucia , Independent,  
3 clubs, Martinique, French Dept, 6 clubs, Dominica,  
Independent, 1 club, Guadeloupe & M. Galante, French Dept,  
7 clubs, Montserrat, British Territory, 1 club, Antigua,  
Independent, 2 clubs, St Kitts & Nevis, Independent, 3 clubs,  
and in total an overall registration of over 2000 Rotarians. 

Malcolm says: “an obligation exists on the part of Business 
and Professional Leaders to devise programs to assist the 
disadvantaged in their Communities, and Rotary is one of 
the best vehicles, through which energies and expertise can 
be harnessed to achieve such goals”. 

Letter from the editor 
Next Thursday, Feb 25. I will leave StLucia to go to Sweden 
for a month. I can’t say I look forward to leaving St.L and 
getting up to the cold, but I have things I have to take care 
of. I will TRY to make a Spoke next week before I leave, but 
I can’t promise. If anybody feels for making the Spoke while I 
am away, you’re more than  welcome! And, of course, I wish 
you all a very nice month of March!!! See you in April, fool!!! 

Plans for future meetings etc 
(Committee Meetings excluded) 
Feb 26 – Meeting with Classification talk 
Feb 27 – Charter night at St.Lucia South 
Mar 05 – Business Meeting 
Mar 09 – Board Meeting  
Mar 12 – Fellowship Meeting  
Mar 13 – Charter night at St.Lucia Gros Islet  
Mar 19 – Meeting with Speaker  
Mar 26 – Meeting with Classification talk 
Mar 27 – Wine and Cheese Fiesta 

Birthdays within a  month   
28-Feb  Steve  
09-Mar Azmina     
18-Mar Cyril L 


