
 
Joke in the Spoke 

A little boy was doing his math homework. He said to himself, 
"Two plus five, that son of a bitch is seven. Three plus six, that 
son of a bitch is nine...."  
His mother Alisia heard what he was saying and gasped, "What 
are you doing?" The little boy answered, "I'm doing my math 
homework, Mum." "And this is how your teacher taught you to 
do it?" Alisia asked. "Yes," he answered. 
Infuriated, Alisia asked the teacher the next day, "What are you 
teaching my son in math?" The teacher said, "Right now, we 
are learning addition." Alisia asked, "And are you teaching 
them to say two plus two, that son of a bitch is four?" 
After the teacher stopped laughing, she answered, "What I 
taught them was, two plus two, THE SUM OF WHICH, is four." 

><><><><><>< 
At the end of their first date, a young man takes his favorite girl 
home. Emboldened by the night, he decides to try for that 
important first kiss. With an air of confidence, he leans with his 
hand against the wall and, smiling, he says to her, “Darling, 
how ’bout a goodnight kiss. 
Horrified, she replies, “Are you mad? My parents will see us!” 
“Oh come on! Who’s gonna see us at this hour?” 
“No, please. Can you imagine if we get caught?” 
“Oh come on, there’s nobody around, they’re all sleeping!” 
“No way. It’s just too risky!” - “Oh please, please, I like you so 
much!!” - “No, no, and no. I like you too, but I just can’t!” 
“Oh yes you can. Please?” - “NO, no. I just can’t.” -“Pleeease?” 
Out of the blue, the porch light goes on, and the girl’s sister 
shows up in her pajamas, hair dishevelled, and she says in a 
sleepy voice: “Dad says go ahead and give him a kiss. Or I can 
do it. Or if need be, he’ll come down and do it. But for crying 
out loud tell him to take his hand off the intercom button!” 

><><><><><>< 

A teacher is explaining biology to her 3rd grade students. 
She says, "Human beings are the only animals that stutter."   
A little girl raises her hand saying, "I had a kitty-cat who 
stuttered." The teacher, knowing how precious some of these 
stories could become, asked the girl to describe the incident.  
 "Well,'' she began, "I was in the back yard with my kitty and the 
Rottweiler that lives next door got a running start and before we 
knew it, he jumped over the fence into our yard!"  
The teacher exclaimed, "That must've been scary!" 
The little girl said, "It sure was.  My kitty raised her back, went 
'Sssss, Sssss, Sssss' and before she could say  'Shit!',  the 
Rottweiler ate her!" - The teacher had to leave the room.  
 

Food for thoughts 
If I had to sum up in one word what makes a good manager, I'd 

say decisiveness. You can use the fanciest computers to 

gather the numbers, but in the end you have to set 

a timetable and act.  

  ~ Lee Iacocca  

><><><><><>< 

To live a great life is to discover the life you have right now, 
instead of trying to invent a whole new life. 
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If you can’t make it as above, tell Birgitta ASAP! 
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Club Officers 
  
 President           Charlie Serieux 
 Vice President PP Digby Ambris 
 President Elect  Tim Moffat 
 Immediate PP Deb Bhattacharji (absent) 
 Club Secretary Leo Harrigan 
 Treasurer   Andre Cherebin 

 Sergeant@Arms   Doddy Francis 

Service Committee Directors 
Club Birgitta Hermansson 
Community  Paul Lambert 
International  Leevie Herrelle 
Vocational  Ramesh Sinanan 
Membership Malcolm Charles  
P. R.O.         PP Azmina Long 

The Spoke Editor 

Rtn. Birgitta, who would be happy to receive your weekly 
contributions or suggestions; e-mail to birgitta@candw.lc.  

If you want the Spoke, feed the Spoke! 
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The 4-Way Test 

Of the things we think, say or do: 
1.    Is it the TRUTH? 
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 
3. Will it build GOODWILL and 

better FRIENDSHIPS? 
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 

concerned? 
 

Wear your Rotary Pin with Pride!!!! 
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Last Meeting was April 23. 
We had three Visiting Rotarians, one 
Rotaractor, and five guests, and 
actually all five guests live in St.Lucia!  

One VR was our dear Kitt Ray from 
RC Vegreville, Canada, who has now  
left St.Lucia for this time and won’t be 
back until November. Kitt, we will miss 
you a lot! 

 
The other two VR’s 
were from the UK,  
<<David Garwood 
from RC Trinity 
King’s Lynn and 
Martin Stratford->> 
Parson from RC 
Onchan on Isle-of-

Man. They were both (and their 
wives) staying at the Halcyon, and 
would have been heading home already if it hadn’t been 
for that ash cloud from the Iceland volcano – they 
couldn’t fly home, and “had to” stay 

another two or three 
weeks (free of 
charge) in St.Lucia. 
You can’t say that 
they were very 
unhappy about it!  

…and the Rotaractor 
was Tzarmallah 
Haynes, who also got 
a BIG hug from   

Chester! 
The guests were: Haige 
Durancy, normally 

working at the Pier but 
this day he was here as 
Kitt’s guest together 

with his girlfriend 
Anastasia Blair. 

Pedro brought two of 
the guests, we 
have all met them 
before: 
Maria Grech and 
Peter Laurency, 

 
    

And Paul  
came with the fifth guest, our 
ex-member Roderick Cherry. 
 
 

 
 
Prez. Charlie opened the meeting, and we were supposed to 
have a classification talk from our new member Soraya, but 
something came up in the last minute and she couldn’t make it 
to the meeting. Thus, we had a nice fellowship lunch. 

At Today’s meeting  

We have two speakers: Dr. Martin Didier will inform us about 
how to keep well and healthy, and our new member Soraya 
will give us the Classification talk she couldn’t give us last 
week. 

Next week, May 7, 

will be a business meeting as the Board Meeting is planned to 
take place on Tuesday, May 4. 

Next week again 
we have a proposal from Lisle Chase of our sister club in Gros 
Islet, AGE, for a joint TRF information/fellowship with RCGI. 
June Harkness has a Rotarian friend who volunteered to serve 
in a National Immunization Day in Africa. He is willing to share 
with us his experience by way of a presentation. And, it would 
be very good for the fellowship side of it. We always talk the 
talk about doing things together; now here is an opportunity for 
us to walk the walk!! (said Lisle) The suggested time to do the 
presentation is Wednesday May 12 at 5-5.30, drinks and 
fingerfood. No venue yet. Wednesday is no cricket, and we can 
get a makeup for the lunch meeting that some of us possibly 
will miss due to cricket! 

Wine and Cheese - again 
– pics from Azmina and Konrad will be circulated with a list, if 
you want to order anything. I prefer if you can take the pictures 
electronically, as that would save me a lot of work - which is 
probably why I have been so bad at giving you the real 
printouts before!  

Motor Treasure Hunt 

The most important event we have right now is the  
Motor Treasure Hunt on Sunday, May 30

th
. 

Don’t forget that it is one of our biggest fundraisers, and we 
need many cars to be up and running  this day, so please – talk 
to all your company friends about it – they may be interested to 
participate. It is a fairly cheap way to show a company or a logo 
to many people on the island (= new clients/customers?), and 
the company can also offer its employees this opportunity to 
take part, because,  

to participate is GREAT FUN! 

Plans for future meetings  
(Committee Meetings excluded) 
Apr 30  - Meeting with Speaker 

May 04 - Board Meeting (Tim’s Office at Sunbilt), 18.00 
May 06 - Club Assembly, Auberge Seraphine, 18.00 

May 07 - Business Meeting 
May 12  - Fellowship Meeting w. GI + Speaker, 17.00 (?) 

May 14 - Meeting with Classification talk 

May 21 - Fellowship Meeting 

May 28 - Meeting with Speaker 
May 30 - Motor Treasure Hunt 
June 5 - Doctors in Action 

 

 

Birthdays within this month   
29-Apr  Charlie Serieux, President 

The one and only Birthday kid  
UNTIL JUNE!!!! Means NONE in May!!! 

Rotary today and then….  
Comments from Isabela Castro de Castro, Brazil… 
I represent the third generation of Rotary members in my family and 
I grew up hearing about Rotary values and purposes and I feel 
comfortable to compare what I saw and heard in Rotary meetings 
many years ago and what I find in nowadays Rotary meetings. 
Some years ago, being a Rotarian would never cross my mind. 
First because I'm a woman and only a few years ago women were 
allowed to get into Rotary membership in Brazil - Great change! 
Second because I had in mind that Rotary was for old men and I 
thought that all those formal meetings with lots of speeches were 
very boring - Child’s thoughts. - In 2007 I was invited to found a 
new club, composed by a great majority of young and middle aged 
business and professional women. I was chosen to be the founder 
president and with the support of my fellows I had the chance to 
develop a club with a modern and informal operational approach 
but with deep roots on the values and principles of Rotary I was 
taught since I was born. As a result, in less than a year of "life", our 
club was recognized as a case of success in the district 4420 
(Santos/SP, Brazil). - Now I am the president of district retention 
committee and can discuss why we should join Rotary and why we 
should stay. - After some seminars and workshops I conclude that 
due to the success of Rotary worldwide and the respect achieved in 
the whole society, Rotary turned to be more bureaucratic and 
started to develop management rules according to multinational 
company models in order to maintain the high standard levels of 
services we want to pursuit. - I do agree that the establishment of 
some rules and goals are valid and necessary to maintain the 
social distinction status Rotary has achieved with our fathers and 
their fellows work and dedication. But on the other hand, we have 
to be aware that all this effort to keep growing is a great danger to 
our organization. There are too many goals to achieve, lots of 
pressure for fundraising, developing projects and growth of 
membership. If we push too hard on these targets, friendship 
between fellows may get lost and instead of attending a relaxing 
and agreeable week meeting as our fathers used to do, we will 
attend a meeting full of rules and duties. That would be a shame. 
We need quality, not quantity.  - If fellows feel that all that matters 
are numbers they won’t find pleasure to join and stay committed to 
Rotary. Fellows need to do more projects in hands and to feel their 
presence and experience is important for the club. It must be worth 
while to attend a meeting and friendship must be on top of the 
reasons to get involved. As our RI President, John Kenny, said on 
his August message, "When Paul Harris began the first Rotary club 
104 years ago, he did not initially think of service. Instead, he had 
in mind a place where people of good character, intelligence, and 
morals could enjoy each other’s fellowship and friendship". - I think 
this purpose has been left aside and needs to be urgently rescued. 
- In the same way it did for my father and my grandfather, Rotary 
gave me the opportunity to find great pleasure in helping other 
people and to contribute for the improvement of our community.  
Rotary allows me to share and discuss values that I believe. Each 
new day I learn something new about relationships and world 
needs and as a result I feel inspired to try to be a better person and 
to help others to find their way of happiness. –  

Seen through this angle,  
Rotary should continue to be  

like my father’s and my grandfather’s club. 
   Isabela Castro de Castro 


